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Honors 
In late spring, Professor Jay Arthur Weber 
was named the first recipient of the 
Stanley H. Pierce Award. The Award was 
presented at the Honor Awards Convocation, 
College of Engineering. Those of us for-
tunate enough to have known Associate Dean 
Pierce and know of his deep interest in 
and concern for students felt that Profes-
sor Weber was a most-appropriate recipient. 
Professor Weber, like "Stan," has gained 
the admiration and respect of a great number 
of students because of his sincere concern 
for them as individuals and as a group. The 
Award was established by Dean Emeritus W.L. 
Everitt to recognize one student and one 
faculty member each year who have ''done the 
most to develop ernphathetic student-faculty 
cooperation. '' 
Lyall H. Mitchell, retired area conservationist for the Soil Conservation Service, 
has been named a Fellow in the Soil Conservation Society of America. The occasion 
was the 24th Honors and Awards Banquet of that organization last summer in Fort 
Collins, Colorado. Mr. Mitchell is the father of Mr. J. Kent Mitchell, a research 
associate on the academic staff of the Department. 
At the same event, Professor Ralph c. Hay received a Commendation Award "for his 
enthusiastic leadership in developing an educational program .... " 
Apologies to Richard E. Reeves '47 for our failure to announce his election last 
October to the presidency of the Water Systems Council. Dick currently serves as 
Vice-President, Marketing for the Decatur Pump Company. 
Ernest August Mohr, better known as "Ernie," has received an Award of Merit fran 
the Illinois Chapter of Gamma Sigma Delta. It is based on his significant contri-
butions to agriculture. He has been a John Deere retail dealer at Allerton, Illi-
nois, for more than thirty years. In 1967, he opened a service center near Ogden 
devoted entirely to servicing tractors and machinery. Such a service center was 
a "first" among the ranks of Deere dealers. 
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Professor Harold H. Beaty, long-time rural electrification leader and Chief of the 
Electric Power and Processing Area in the Department, has been awarded a Certificate 
of Merit by the Illinois Farm Electrification Council. He serves as Executive Secre-
tary of the Council. With him in the photograph (L to R) are Dean orville G. Bentley 
of the College of Agriculture who made the presentation; Wayne D. Jones '50 agri-
cultural engineer with the Illinois Power Company; Thomas H. Moore, General Manager 
of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives; and Dr. Frank B. Lanham, Head 
of the Department. 
ALUMNI NOTES 
Dr. John McMunn, '58 & '60, is now Head of Structural Dynamics in the TRW Systems 
Group at Redondo Beach, California. He reports that he is becoming more involved 
in off-road mobility studies in connection with the Apollo and future space programs. 
John holds a doctor of philosophy degree from the University of Minnesota, with a 
major in theoretical and applied mechanics. 
Wayne A. Peterson, '66 & '68, is a design engineer with the Caterpillar Tractor 
Company in Joliet, Illinois. He says the walls in his office are solid windows, 
and claims this as a first for a Caterpillar Engineering office. Dawn Michelle 
arrived early on the morning of May 8. Wayne and Barbara note that she has really 
brought about some changes in the household. 
Richard A. werner '64 is engineer with the Geophysics Section of the Lockheed 
Electronics Company in Houston, Texas. He lives at 16451 El Camino Real, #3, Houston, 
Texas 77058. 
t . 
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Marine Captain J.R. (Jerry) Weibel '63 recently visited the Department. He has 
completed the requirements for a Master of Science Degree, with a major in manage-
ment, from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Jerry is scheduled for additional 
duty in Vietnam. His wife, Mary Lynn, and the children, Willie and Wendy, live 
in Kirkwood, Illinois. 
John D. Hendrick '67 recently completed a year of training with the Bureau of 
Reclamation in Colorado, and has been assigned to Salem, Oregon. He now lives at 
1675 Grant Street, N.E., Salem, Oregon 97303. In June, John was married to 
Miss Carol Christine Hinds in Chicago. He works as a hydraulic engineer in the 
Hydrology Section of the Lower Columbia Development Office. John states that he 
is now a real expert on progrannning on an IBM 1130 . A recent conumm.ication from 
John tells of his plans to enter Colorado State University this fall to worK 
toward a doctorate. 
A.A. Swamy Rao '58 recently returned to his native India after completing an assign-
ment for the United Nations. He will soon undertake another assignment with the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, with headquarters in Vienna, 
Austria. 
B.F. Muirheid, '43 & '56, is employed as a civil engineer with the Ammunition Pro-
curement and Supply Agency, U.S. Department of Defense in Joliet, Illinois. Mail 
continues to reach him at 1013 West John, Champaign, Illinois 61820. 
Joseph w. Haas '53 is assistant state conservationist, SCS, Box 985, I1arrisburg, 
Pennsylvania 17108. His responsibilities include administering the PL 566 small-
watershed program and the agricultural portion of the Susquehanna River Basin 
Survey. Joe reports, "Although my job is primarily administrative rather than 
engineering, I have found that an engineering background is definitely an asset." 
D.D. (Don) Jones, '66 & '67, presented a paper at the 24th Annual Industrial Waste 
Conference held at Purdue University in May. The paper was entitled "Oxygenation 
Capacity of Oxidation Ditch Rotors for Confinement Livestock Buildings." Dr. D.L. 
Day and Mr. J.C. Converse joined Don in the preparation of the paper. 
STUDENT NEWS 
Wayne A. Knepp of Eureka, Illinois, was made a Knight of Saint Pat at the College 
of Engineering Honor Awards Convocation in May. 
Recent Master of Science graduates include Peter D. Bloome '65. He is continuing 
on his doctoral program in the Department, holding an NDEA Title IV Fellowship as 
well as a part-time Teaching Assistantship. After completing his degree require-
ments Thomas L. Hanna joined the engineering research staff of the International 
Harvester Company. Girish B. Johri has returned to his native India and is on the 
academic staff of U.P. Agricultural University in Pantnagar. 
The Department is blessed with many students of truly outstanding academic potential--
as determined by their performance: at the secondary-scl1ool level, the grades achieved 
on various lists, and their actual performance as undergraduate students at the 
University. Here, these students have the opportunity to be known as James Scholars. 
During the spring semester, Carl 1~. Herbert of Winnebago and Lyle D. Tallon of 
Heyworth were members of this gro11p, enrolled in the agricultural mechanization 
option in the general curriculun :in agriculture. Others enrolled in Option 3 (agri-
cultural engineering), Agricultur.al Science in the College of Agriculture were 
Rodney L. Frazier of Ursa, Brian .L. Smith of Leland, and Jay J. Wait of Greenville. 
We salute these scholars. 
June and August graduates: 
-Name 
Richard D. Beyers. 
Ronald L. Clayton .. 
Denis J. Miller. 
John L. Jeschke ... 
Harre town 
.Pana .. 
.Minooka ... 
. . .Lanark . 
.Rock City. 
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Fmployer 
. Trane Company 
. Tractor and Implement Division, 
Ford Motor Company 
. Trane Company 
. Electric Wheel Division, Fire-
stone Tire and Rubber Co. 
Richard L. Jones .Roseville ...... A.O. Smith Corporation 
Jess R. Lionberger . . .Colusa...... . . Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 
Roy L. Mann ......... Champaign. . Graduate College, University of 
Illinois 
Nicholas J. Marinich . .Canton . . . . Chevrolet Division, General 
Motors Corporation ' 
Kenneth E. Olson ...... Hoopeston .. . . Rex Chain Belt .Company 
Roger 01 tmanns . .Middletown . . . . . Bendix Corporation 
Larry D. Sands . . .Swan Creek . . . FS Services, Inc. 
Robert A. Sutton . . . .Rock Island. . . Caterpillar Tractor Company 
ITEMS FROM THE N$WSLETTER FILE 
The fourth seminar on Similitude in Soil-Machine Sys terns , sponsored by the ASAE 
Soil Dynamics Research Committee, was held at Allerton Park and on campus, April 9 
and 10. Twelve prepared discussions of a position paper written by the seminar can-
mittee covered present techniques in model studies and the measurement of soil param-
eters. The hosts for the conference were Dr. John c. Siemens and Professor J.A. 
Weber. Professor Weber serves as chairman of the Soil Dynamics Research Committee. 
The Central Illinois Section of the American Society of Agricultural Engineers played 
an active part in the 1969 National Engineers Week. Spearheading this activity with 
extensive radio and press coverage of the trainirtg and work of the engineer was 
Robert c. Fairbairn, Manager, Farm Automation Equipment Department, FS Services, Inc. 
of Bloomington, Illinois. 
Former staff member Peter A. Boving is the senior author of a recent journal article 
issued by the Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, entitle4 
"A Box Ejector for Insect Distribution from a Helicopter." Peter now resides in 
Forest Grove, Oregon 97116. 
As of April 25, 1969, ASAE had 714 members in Illinois. Of these, 369 (48 o3 percent) 
had contributed to the new ASAE Headquarters facility now under construction near 
St. Joseph, Michigan. This placed Illinois twelfth among sixty-two states, provinces, 
and other areas. 
Another school year is now underway. Those of us in the Department look forward to 
the excitement and challenges that the return of our students will bring. 
Greetings and best wishes to all Illini Agricultural Engineers, as well as to all 
the other friends of the Department. 
Frank B. Lanham 
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